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We Undebbtajsd that some startling devel¬

opments are likely to be made to-day that
will present a new phase of our municipal
troubles. These developments may astonish
the Committee of Seventy, as well as our citi-
aens generally, and may add an important
Item to the many they have already discov¬
ered in the history of official rascality.
Let Us Hup unhappy Chicago. Like

gay and thoughtless Paris, she has been
suddenly stricken in the midst of her pride
*nd merry-makiag. Let us help her.

New York never lacks charity. A sister
city, utterly blasted in the noon of her
strength, asks aid for the hundred and fifty
thousand people beggared in one short day,
and New York will pour forth her richest
effisrings most heartily to help her.

Thb Desolation or Chicago is almost be¬

yond oomparison. The proud city of the
prairies, so grand and magnificent a few days
ago, glorious in her beauty and her strength,
is laid In dust and ashes by the withering
breath of the destroying angel. Let the citi¬
zens of New York hear her appeal for help.
Councillor Antonio de Corbolho Bokoes,

the new Brazilian Minister, was yesterday
presented to the President by Secretary Fish.
The usual speeches expressive of the regard
of each government and people for the other
wsre exchanged between Mr. Borges and the
President, and the interview terminated. Mr.
Borges was for twelve years Brazilian Charg*
d'Affaires in Washington, where he is very
psffllsr In diplomatic circles.

PSMBEesiTE Principles receive little favor
ftfwtoid, conservative Rhode Island. Yester¬
day Ike people of that minlatare State voted

¦fan three proposed amendments to their con-

atitotton. First, to remove the real estate

(ualiAcatioa from foreign born citiiens j sec¬

ond, to abolish the registry tax. and third, to

prohibit ie appropriation of public money to
* seotarian schools. All theee propositions

failrl.the first an^second being rejected by
laiys majorities, sad t£e tUTr?. &jthough it re-

jstasd a majority, of the votes cast, lacked the
tsessMf? three-fifths, and was consequent!?

llltftSlttl. A

II it oar melancholy offloe to ley before our

renders this ¦ornlog toe details, m tor
ss reeeM, of too terrible Ire which
hes laid wsste Ike Wrest portion of toe
isle beautiful oily of Chicago. Theee
details we painfally saggeetive of the
enormous losses of property and of the want
and Buffering to which hundreds of thousands
of people, especially the sged and infirm and
helpless women and children, are now expoeed
from this dreadfal calamity. Sinoethe memor¬

able New York fire of December, 1835, we
hare had no disaster of the kind in this coun¬

try or on this Continent to compare with this
of Chicago in the value of the property con¬

sumed, while in the number of famfliee left
houseless and destitute it far surpasses the
burnings of Charleston, Atlanta, Columbia
and Richmond during our late civil war all
summed up together. Dwellings, stores, store¬
houses, elevators, hotels, factories, workshops,
banks, insuranoe, newspaper and telegraph
offices, gas works, water works and shipping.

a lengthy catalogue.are reduced to heaps ef
ruins.
The beautiful city, the centra! depot from

which is distributed to the oities of the Atlan¬
tic coast and to the world abroad the abound¬
ing productions of the great West, is deso¬
lated, and that late prosperous community of
three hundred thousand souls, possessing
within itself on Sunday evening last sub¬
sistence for millions of people, is now in the
condition of a great army, surprised, routed
from its encampment and shorn of its pro¬
visions. Relief then, to Chicago becomes the
first question to her sister cities of ths Union,
and in the prompt response of Mayor Hall to
the appeal from the Mayor of Chicago we
know that New York city, as usual in suoh
esses, will grandly do her duty. Meantime,
the order of the President to General Sher¬
idan to bring in the supplies of the army
within his reach to the relief of the suffering
people of Chioago, though not expressly
authorised in the constitution, will meet the
approval of the sovereign people of the United
States, as a proceeding justified by the spirit
of "the supreme law of the land" in referenoe
to the "general welfare." We have no doubt
that Chioago, from all sides, including the New
Dominion, will meet with relief for her im-

'

mediate and more pressing necessities, but we
expect that the city of New York in this mat¬
ter will not fail to maintain her position as
the most generous city and as possessing the
most generous community of all the great
cities of the world. I
Our great Northwest, to many respects,

providentially, the most favored section of our
supremely favored oountry, has this last sum¬
mer and during the present autumn been ex-

ceedingly unfortunate to its losses from de¬
vastating fires. For the last ten days particu¬
larly we have hardly had any reports from
the States of Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Nebraska and Iowa, and from the Territory of
Dakota that have not been reports of destruc¬
tive fires in the forests and on the prairies. A
recent despatch from St. Paul, Minn., informs
us that from a small beginning somewhere near
the western boundary of the State a fire was

started which spread with frightful rapidity
through the dry grass and combustible pine
forests until it reached the "big woods, one

hundred and fifty miles from the point of start¬
ing, whence it went whirling through the
timber fifteen miles to Smith Lake, roaring
and crackling among the trees with a sound
that could be heard for many miles ; that fires
are raging fearfully all through McLeod
county ; that all the prairie between the "big
woods" and Preston has been burned over, in¬

cluding the destruction of thousands of tons of
hay thousands of bushels of wheat and corn,
and farmhouses and buildings of every descrip¬
tion to an extent still to be ascertained, and
that these fires are still in progress towards
the Mississippi River, and that nothing but a
drenching rain can stay their ravages.

All this is from Minnesota, and from Wis¬
consin we have similar reports. On the 4th
instant, on the west side of Green Bay and
Fox River the flames extended from Meno-
mouee to Oshkosh, A distance of twenty miles
in length and thirty in breadth; to short,
fires were raging all around over three thou¬
sand square miles of territory, burning hun¬
dreds of families in their course out of house
and home, and leaving them destitute in the
midst of a vast scene of desolation. Even
the marshes, dried to the consistency of tin¬
der, are burning like pits of cannel coal, and
at Fond du Lac the smoke of the surrounding
fires casts the gloom of twiUght over the city
at noonday. At Pensaukie thirty men are

reported as having lost their lives in the
flames.
From Nebraska, October 5, we have the

intelligence that the damages at Fremont from
these fires are very heavy ; that at North Bend
the fire has been raging all day, and that at
Bon Homme, in Dakota, there is much loss of
property ; that an express messenger saw the
ruins of several bouses at Yankton still
smouldering ; that the stage coach from that
place escaped from the flames in the prairie
only by turning into a ploughed field, and
that many farmers in Southern Dakota bad
lost bouses, barns, crops, everything, barely
escaping with their lives. From Michigan,
at the same time, we are informed that
the woods on both sides or the Toledo,
Wabash and Western railroad are on fire for a

distance of four or five miles, and that all
things combustible within the swath or the
roaring fire, bouses included, are destroyed.
As far east as Oneida county, New York, a

destructire fire (October 7) was raging in the
woods, burning into the parched ground to
the depth of a foot or more.

The primary cause of all these fires (and it
will apply no doubt to Chicago to some ex-

lent) is the withering drought which has pre¬
vailed over all the country, from the Rocky
Mountains to the great lakes, since July last.
The grass on the prairies has been prematurely
dried by the sun, the green trees or the forests
have been rendered combustible, and the turf
under them, formed from decayed vegetation,
has been dried into tinder, so that in many
places whole rafts of forest trees, undermined
by fire, have fallen into the surrounding
flames. All these Area,, then, have for their
primary cause this year's extraordinary
drought in all the desolated districts. The

l (uuwi ire ftrt $U»der» kov

railway locomotives, and, as w» haw hmto-
(bre stated, the culpable of nW
tiers, banters and emigrants in tbe important
matter of their outdoor Ore*. This ruinous
fire in Chicago oommenoed in a eeetion of the
oity largely (wilt up in oemhwttUe wooden
houses, made intensely oombustlble by a long
dry ¦.aeon. Hence, under a driving dry south
wind we can understand the seoret of the
rapid progress of the flames, and the destruc¬
tion in their course of buildings supposed to
be fireproof.
What, then, are tbe remedies for theee disas¬

trous Western fires, with a general drought as
their primary cause t Till we can reach the
drought we have no other remedies than tbe
careful precautions suggested by these fires
to settlers, hunters, emigrants, and to railway
companies and all concerned ; and these pre¬
cautions and safeguards should be enforced by
law and by officers authorised for the purpose,
in the Territories by Congress and in the
States by tbe several State Legislatures, in¬
cluding laws for the better protection, in
every way, of cities and towns against the
danger of fire. In the course of time even
theee droughts themselves may be oonquered.
As our Western people are now going, with the
destruction of their timber, we see, from year
to year, that their annual rainfhll is diminish¬
ing, and that they are on the higb road which,
if followed, even a few years longer, may lead
them into a general calamity of drought,
famine, fire and pestllenoe, compared with
which even this disastrous Chioago fire will
appear as a bagatelle.
Some heavy calamity or series of chastise¬

ments for wrong doing appears to be the price
exacted of mankind for every useful lesson
learned. The useful lessons suggested by
these Western fires cannot be learned too
soon. Meantime it becomes the first duty of
tbe city of New Tork and its people to assist
in relieving the immediate and pressing dis¬
tresses of Chioago ; and, with these relieved,
we have no doubt that the enterprising people
of Chicago, rising superior to their heavy mis¬
fortunes, will soon rebuild their city, more
beautiful and more secure than it was, and
repair all her losses and redeem all ber
obligations.
Tha ItmHqiIi O.Mirfeee ul the City

Plunderers.What SkauM Be Deae.
The reports of the joint investigating com¬

mittee of citizens, Aldermen and Supervisors
are published to-day. They place before the
people no new facts. The committee finds
that during the past two years and a half im¬
mense sums have been paid by the city gov¬
ernment for servioes that have never been per¬
formed and for work that has not been done ;
that parties having claims against the city hare
been unable to obtain their money until they
had assigned such clahps to some Mead of the
heads of departments; that the amounts
thus assigned have been increased with¬
out the knowledge of the claimants,
and that "Grands and peculations of the
grossest character hare been practised
in several of the departments" with
the knowledge, it is believed, of those "whose
sworn duty it was and is to guard and pro¬
tect the public interests." All of whieh has
long been well known to the citizens of New
York, and might hare been found by the
committee to hare been going on for twelre
years instead of for two years and a half.
The committee has also made the discovery
hat the city has been shamefully plundered
under the pretended expenditures on armories
and drill rooms, and tbat in the matter of the
Schuyler lumber account a sum of orer four
hundred and sixty-three thousand dollars was

paid for lumber worth about forty-eight thou¬
sand dollars. In regard to the latter swindle
the special committee haring that matter
under iurestigation report that Mr. Garret L.
Schuyler, the principal of the firm supply¬
ing the lumber, asserted that forty-
eight thousand dollars was all the money
reoeired by the Arm from the city, although
he erineed an unwillingness to supply any fur¬
ther information as to the transactions. The
committee state that the Schuyler bills were
all paid under the head of "Adjusted Claims,"
that they were certified to as correct by Wil-

i liam M. Tweed, the Commissioner of Public
Works, and that "a large part, if not the
whole, of the orer payment was receired by
one Robert Wlnthrop," who appears to hare
been a clerk in the Auditor's Department of
Comptroller Connolly's office, of which de¬
partment James Watson was Auditor and
Connolly, Jr., son of the Comptroller, was

Deputy Auditor. A bewildering mass of fig¬
ures put together by experts, and which none
but experts can hope to nnrarei, accompany
the reports, but we do not see that they add
anything to the information preriously in pos¬
session of the people or that they bring the
city corruption problem one inch nearer a

practical solution than it was before the re¬

ports were made.
In one respect, howerer, these reports may

be of serrice. They serve to augment the
already ample proof tbat the Comptroller's
Department has been the hot-bed of all the
rascality from whioh the city has suffered so

severely, and to render the longer protection
of Richard B. Connolly by those who profess
to be desirous of bringing the guilty to justice
an impossibility. It appears that in the bold
fraud of this Schuyler acoount the transfer of
the claim was made to a clerk in the bureau
ruled orer by Watson and young Connolly,
and tbat this clerk, Winthrop, must hare
reoeired "a large part if not the whole of the
orerpayment." Now these particular accounts
were paid under the bead of "Adjusted Claims,"
which means a claim that has been disputed
or for the recorery of which an action at law
has been commenced, and that has been
"adjusted" or settled in order to tare the
expense of litigation to the city. All such
"adjusted claims" must pass through the
bands of the Comptroller himself. He alone
is authorized by the law to settle them,
and he personally gires an order setting
forth the amount be bas allowed and
directing the Auditor of Accounts to draw a
warrant for the same. It is therefore shown
by the Committee's statement that Comptroller
Connolly must himself bars fixed the amounts
to be paid on the Schuyler bills, and that if
any such frauds hare been perpetrated as the
Committee indicate, the Comptroller must be
responsible for them.
The people will now demand of the Commit¬

tee of Serenty tbat they shall cease all
th«fr ML wl to fa.

Meout Um mm vbi la eMr it Mm
head sad IkMl ef all the offences rtmil
against th* olty government. They ml M
longer allow themselves to be need as the
tools of adventurers, who desire to torn the
city reform aoreaeal to political purposes.
Let the enemies of Mayor Hall, Peter B.
Street]y ud others And their own means of
gratifying their enmity, and let the Toong
Democracy, the Greeley republicans and all
other needy organiaatioas work out their
partisan schemes in their own way. The
committee hare bat one duty to perform.
to expoae the frauds that have been
oommitted on the peopls of New York
and to bring to justice those who hare oom¬
mitted them. They now know that "adjusted
claims" to the amoant of orer four hundred
and sixty thousand dollars bars been allowed
by Connolly himaelf on an account for forty-
eight thousand dollars only. They know that
false claims hare been made oat for hundreds
of thousands of dollars in the name of men

who were doing contract work for the olty aad
who know nothing about such claims ; that
they were audited in the bureau ruled orer by
Watson and young Connolly, allowed
by the Comptroller and paid upon
forged warraais. They know that the
fraudulent vouchers and forged warrants were
stolen and destroyed by Watson, who was

retained in his position up to the time of his
death, and after the Comptroller alleges that
be first knew of the abstraction of the docu¬
ments. They know now from the present
report of the committee that the Touchers
upon which the amounts of the "adjusted
claims'* of Schuyler & Co. were obtained hare
also been purloined from Connolly's office.
They know that young Connolly has gone to
Europe, and that there is now no one left-
Watson being dead.to throw any light upon
these abstracted papers. Do they need
any more proof to convince them
that the people see where the
real culprits are to be found? We again ask
by what right do they delay proceedings
against Connolly and still claim to be the true
friends and special champions of justice ?
In this war against offiolal rascality the clti-
sens are no respecters of persons or of politi¬
cal parties. They care nothing about
Tammany or anti-Tammany, and they will not
suffer a self-constituted committee to stand in
the way of justice for any ulterior purpose. It
is no excuse to pretend that the Seventy are

using Connolly to deteot other offenders, or,
as their journals say, as "State's evi¬
dence" against his accomplices. The
surest way to obtain his evidence
is to place him in a position to
prove his own innooesoe in a court of justice.
If the committee decHne to do this, if it will
still Insist upon beating about the bush,
making technical charges hare and there, fill¬
ing the newspapers with abase of the "Ring"
and seeking to amass Hie people with dally
promises of "startling disclosures," while It
hob-nobs and plots with the head and front of
all the municipal conniption, then the oitixens
will oonclnde that the committee Is a useless
piece of nonsense, and will Insist that It shall
step aside and leave the earnest business of
the work of purification and retribution to
other hands.

Americas j*ckejr Clak.
Tbe racing attractions at Jerome Park

to-day exceed anything of the kind erer offered
in this country. Fire races will be run, and
tbe fields in each will be full. The first is tbe
Hunter Stakes, for fillies three years old, one
mile and three-quarters. In this race Mr.
Withers, Mr. Morris and Richards have each a

clipper that makes tbe affair doubtful. Mr.
Withers' filly, howerer, was the favorite last
night at tbe Club room at two to one over the
field. The second race is tbe Dessert Stakes,
for two-year-olds, with one hundred and ten
pounds up, the distance one mile. Messrs. Hun¬
ter & Travers, F. Morris, R. W. Cameron and
Bowie A Hall hare each an entry, and, as they
are all good ones, the race will be a capital one.
HunterA Travers' entry sold in the pools for as
much as all tbe others. The third race, which
is a dash of three miles, will be a grand one.
In this there will be eight starters, comprising
Mr. Sanford's Preakness, Mr. Thomas'
Fireball, Mr. Swigert's Pilgrim, Mr. Crouse's
Chillicothe, Mr. Coffee's Judge Durell,
Mr. Belmont's Finesse, Mr. McGrath's Susan
Ann and Mr. O'Donnell's Haric, and a better
field of horses never started for so long a dis¬
tance on the American turf. Mr. Sanford's
Preakness was the favorite at the club room,
Fireball being the second choice and Pilgrim
tbe third. The fourth race, whioh is mile
heats, will have five starters, comprising
Abdel-Koree, Hamburg, Niagara, Stockwood
and Lord Byron. This will be a fine race.
Abdel-Koree is the favorite, but he will have
to run even better than he has before to beat
such a field as will be opposed to him to-day.
The great event of the day, however, will be the
hurdle race, which has ten entries.several
more than ever started before in a contest of a
like nature on this Continent. The horses that
will start are Duffy, Vesuvius, King John,
Tammany, Astronomer, Pool Seller, Climax,
Gerald, Dick Jackson and Colonel T. Duffy
was a great favorite last nigbt, but it must be
remembered that Tammany beat him in tbe
steeple cbase last Saturday, and it is very
likely that be will be beaten again to-day.

¦¦

The Uptown Branch of ran Herald office
for the receipt of advertisements has proved
of such great advantage to our advertisers in
the upper part of the city that a larger office,
at No. 1,265 Broadway, nearly opposite the
present location, has been found necessary.
Tbe Branch office will be removed to the new
location in a few days.
Thx Punishment of Paymaster Hodge fol¬

low* swift and heavy upon the discovery of
hit crime. The court martial which reoently
tried him for embesaiing public fands sen-
traced him to ten years' imprisonment in the
penitentiary and to remain in confinement till
the entire amount of the defalcation shall be
paid. As M^jor Hodge is wholly unable to
comply with this requirement the latter part
of the sentence is equivalent to imprison¬
ment for life. Tbe President took this view of
the case and yesterday approved of that part
of the finding of the court which oonsigns
Major Hodge to the penitentiary for ten years,
but disapproved of the latter tlause, whioh
requires repayment of the amount embeazied.
The Albany Penitentiary has been designated
MUujgmtf Mftiw

In aaottar oohtma we ombm! at length
on the dimfawM fin which hu made mk
havoc with oar young, hopeful, aspiring sod
oonfideatMr city of the Wert. Chicago is
ia OUcago may be la mini. Ia
Europe m la America, la Loadoa as at Saa
Fraaoiseo, ia Calcutta as ia Melbourne, the
aewa will be received with sorrow. Ia rapidity
of growth Chicago has beea a world's woader.
Some thirty-five or forty years ago it was aa
unknown village on the shores of a Western
lake. But yesterday it was oae of the largest,
fairest aad most flourishing, not only of the
cities of America, bat of the world. Our
Chioago friends wore aot without good reason
for speaking of their own city as a possible
rival to New York. To-day, if we caa judge
from our latest news, aot more than* one-
third.if Indeed any considerable portion.of
the oity has been saved from the destructive aad
devastating coaflagration. From the time that
Rome was reduoed to ashes by the fierce bar¬
bariansofthe North up uatil the reoeat effort of
the Commuae to destroy Paris there hare beea
maay disastrous fires ; but ualess reports hare
beea greatly exaggerated this Chioago fire will
rank with the most disastrous that the world
has ever experienced. It will be sad, indeed,
if Chicago, which sprung up as rapidly as
Joaah's gourd, should perish as quickly, la
this case the naourning Joaahs will be maay.

It is aot our business, however, to dwell
forther oa the destruotiou of oar sister city.
Our purpose rather is, taking it for grauted
that there has been enormous destruction of
property aad that thousaads apoa thousands
hare beea readered by oae fell swoop of the
destroyiag haad aot oaly homeless but peual-
less, to appeal, oa the broad priaciples of our
common aatioaality, oar oommoa Christianity
aad oar common hamanity, to oar fellow citi-
sens aad to our millions of readers, ia propor¬
tion to their ability, to come to the resoue. Now
or nerer our oharlty and self-saorifice must be
tested. We measure this sorrow not by the
fifty or sixty or serenty millions of property
which has been destroyed, not by the thou¬
saads upoa thousaads who bare beea left
without a home aad without a cent, not by the
unknown number of precious lives which have
been lost. We forget none of these, but we

think also of the total destruotiou of all or

almost all sources of income for some time to
come, aad particularly of the countless num¬
bers of old and youug and middle aged who
cry for bread whea there is no bread to give.
It is a sad and sorrowful case. No such case,
la fact, has appealed to the world's sympathy
ia maay geaeratioas. Whea was sach sorrow

bo coadensed as la the message of the Mayor of
Chicago to the Mayor of St. Loais?."Sead as

food for the suffering. Our city is ia ashes ;
our water works are burnt"

It is graittyiag to find that President Grant
has come so nobly to the rescue. Directly on

heariag of the terrible state of things Secre¬
tary Belknap, at the request of the President,
telegraphed to General Sheridan to forward to
the sufferers whatever of provisions and cloth¬
ing and other supplies was at his disposal, and
if these were aot sufflcieut to call oa the mill-
tary authorities at St. Loois to do the same.

Such promptitude waa wise as well as noble on

the part of the President ; it was worthy of
General Grant ; and be may rest assured that
for this fresh proof of his interest in the wel¬
fare of his fellow-citisens the American people
will not prove ungrateful. It is equally grati¬
fying to know that from almost all parts of the
Union the reports received leave us in no

doubt that whatever can be done will be done
for the relief of the Chicago sufferers, and
that without delay. Cincinnati has rushed to
the rescue; so has St. Louis; so has San
Francisco ; so, of course, have Boston and
Philadelphia. Even the great cities of the
New Dominion are stirred with sympathetic
terror, and Toronto and Quebec and Montreal
are determined to give substantial proof that
national barrier lines are no hindrance to those
feelings which are common to the race snd
which after all "make the whole world kin."
The outburst of feeling has been so sponta¬
neous, so hearty, so noble, that in spite of
visible degeneracy and unmistakable general
selfishness we feel proud of our common faith
and our common humanity.
We should not have been pleased if New

Tork city had lagged behind. In spite of all
its faults our city has won its way to a first
place among the great cities of the world
either in past or present times. Our wealth is
second only to that of London. Onr enter¬
prise is such that we have no superior, if,
indeed, we have any equal. Our liberality is,
when occasion calls for it, grand and up to the
high mark of our great ability. On hundreds
of occasions our liberality has been tested,
and when was it found wanting ? In 1835,
when New Tork suffered from a great fire,
how nobly we came to the relief of onr fellow
citizens ! When Ireland was threatened with
destruction by a dreadful famine, which of
all the great cities of the world was most
generous? It was New Tork. And what
shall we say of our own city in con¬
nection with the not yet forgotten Avondale
disaster and with the recent sorrows and
privations of the Parisians? In a common
effort to be kind was not New Tork the first in
the race ? It pleases us to know that Mayor
Hall is determined that in this case New Tork
shall not lose the reputation which it has so
nobly won and whioh it so deservedly enjoys.
The Mayor's proclamation is all that it should
be. It is timely, it is to the point, it is ex¬
haustive. Let things be done as the Mayor
suggests ; let our citizens meet and appoint a
general committee ; let onr corporations, onr
trades, our sooial, political, religious and other
organisations make use of their existing ma¬
chinery ; let every man and woman, according
to his or her ability, make an effort; let every¬
thing be done thai can be done in the direc¬
tion of duty ; let ns all pull, and pull
altogether, and the world will have no choice
but admit thai in New Tork, epite of its faults,
there are some noble souls and some kind
hearts.in other words, some righteous persons.
In any case, let us not in liberality be behind.

The Duty of yimrmr Hall.
The City Charter assigns to the Mayor the

duty of enforoing the laws and makes him re¬

sponsible for the efficient and honest govern¬
ment of the city. Unfortunately it ties his
hands in the matter of removals from office.a

restriction Insisted upon by the republican
legislators through whose votes It be-
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«.* beads of Upturn*uta, whose reUsllsw
itoSMwuap«rt«f the bargais, the lajif
joymeat of the fail term* of their Hpatarf
mente. Bat It leave* him the power of km-
peaching unfaithful or inoompetent oltei%
end, under hie fennel responsibility, writes
it his doty to exercise that power whenever
he may become conrinoed the neossstty
for removal has arisen. We now call Mayer
Hail's attention to the dtretopmenta rnniui^p
made in regard to the management of the
Comptroller's department in the Keyaer
the Sohnjler claims and the abstracted faft>
¦on vouohers, and we ask him whether he
does not consider it incumbent upon hin^
under his oath of offlee, to impeaoh Richard ft.
Connolly. Mr. Hall is the eMef executive
officer of the city, sworn to ftithftiHy dis¬
charge his obligations to the people, and be
cannot properly assign or tacitly transfer bis
duties to a committee or any other tislf nnnstt
tuted body of citisens. There may be n
shorter and a sharper method of bringing Us
Comptroller to a reckoning ; but should there
not be then we hold it to be Mayor HaH>i
duty to commence impeachment prooeediagp
without delay.

Mr. AMarf mad the Queea*a Go*.
It is very evident that Mr. Aahburp

will insist on being recognized as
the representative of twelve BngtMh
yaoht clubs, but for American yachts¬
men to acknowledge this claim is out ef
the question. It cannot be conceded. Ths
New York Yacht Club has already given up
every point within the bounds of reason, and
to relinquish more to make the Livonia's rase
an easy one would be doing rather too mttk.
Mr. Ashbury oan be received only as ths
representative of the Royal Harwich Yaoht
Club, of whioh be is the Commodore. If is
this capacity he desires to sail a series ef
twelve races he oan be aooommodated, and V
he is the winner of a majority of them ths
Queen's Cup will be handed over Is
him; but to allow him to sail twelve
races, eaoh one on account of a different
English Yacht Club, is simply impossible.
The probabilitiee are that in a majority ef
twelve raoes we would-be successful; but
there Is scarcely a possibility of our winning
alL In the event of onr losing one Mr. Ash¬
bury would, according to his ruling, oialm ths
cup as belonging to the club he was sailing for
on that day. It will thus be observed that if
the New York Yacht Club yield the point Is
him the chances are all in bis favor, and that
there is almost an absolute certainty of Us
carrying off the prise he so muoh covets.
American yachtsmen cannot afford to grant
more than they have done. They hold a prine
which was won by one vessel against the whoAe
English fleet, and while they are compelled
to oaU for it again on mueh leas favorable
terms than in 1861 and in 1870 they ass

willing to do so j but at the same time they is
not feel disposed to hand the cup over with¬
out n struggle wherein the chances on both
sides are equal.
Mr. Ashbury's language regarding the Uf«»

nia's performances, as given in the reoenfly
published interview with him, certainly nonada
like business, but we hardly think he will hold
on with bulldog tenacity to all he olaims aa

fair, just and reasonable. Let us see what
Mr. Ashbury does and does not want. Ho
wants, first, the six months' notice waived.
This has been granted to the Royal Harwich,
bnt to no other English yacht clubs. Hs
wants the New York Yacht Club to seteet
twelve yachts, and a different one to be named
for each of the twelve races. He does not
want to sail a centre-board yacht. He
does not want to sail over the
New York Yacht Club course, but wants a
course of his own selection. He wants ft*
sail twelve races, and if victorious in one of
them to be acknowledged the winner of the
Queen's Cup. He wants to have the races
sailed on days to be named by himself, and <m
the shortest possible notice, because he wants
to get back to England, having important busi¬
ness there. In fact, he appears to want all ha
can get, and a little more, too. Perhaps he does
not expect to have all bis wants granted, but
will be willing to take a part if not abln
to obtain the whole. If this is the case it hi
well; for one thing is certain, that if tha
Livonia is to return to England in a few days
if the New York Yacht Club does not agree
to sail the twelve races, as Mr. Ashbary
wishes, she will not, in our opinion, long
remain in American waters.
The threat of Mr. Ashbury to do this or that

if his demands are not complied with is ill-
timed, and not likely to oreate a favorable
impression. On the contrary, it will
very many stubborn who might be disposed tai
concede more than their right in order to keep
peace In the family and maintain a good feel¬
ings. Americans are not fond of threats, flrosa
whatever source they may come, and whew
made they are apt to produoe an effect oon-

trary to the one expected. Those of our people
who are fond of and engage in sporting nat¬
ters are willing to drop business for a timet
and think nothing of it; bnt with Mr. Ash¬
bury the case appears to be different. He, Ift
would seem, desires either to join businoM
and pleasure in one, or to make yaobting a

business rather than a sporting matter.
This may be all right fbr hlm^ but with
us it is like trying to mix oil and
water. His language and oonduot remind
us of a sharp trader trying to drive a hard
bargain, and threatening to gotyewhera If
not accommodated; and we should no* ha

surprised if in the end he was told that th#
New York Yacht Club had offered the beat
terms possible, and that if they are not acoepA
able he is at liberty to consider all negotia¬
tion* at an end.

It Is muoh to be regretted that any point of
difference exists between Mr. Ashbury and the
New York Yacht Club. It would have been ft*
more agreeable to have had the raoee pass off.
without a dispute of any kind. Those who now
hold the Queen's Cup are wllliag to give it up if
fairly won. They have no desire to raise any
point of controversy for the sake of holding it.
They do not wish to be considered stubborn or

unyielding. They would rather be thought
too generous, especially in their treatment of

a foreigner ; but they cannot afford to sacrifice
all the just claims of superiority merely fbr
the sake of obliging one man, who, in their
opinion, is demanding more than they are

authoriaed to grant. We trust that Mr. Aah-
bury may reconsider his threat and do hia'
share In a series of raoes which, if nuuM|ad
jou, wm vr^ifobj*hiji jaaia


